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Application for 2012-2013 Downstage Left Residency at Stage Left Theatre

The purpose of this residency is to give playwrights an opportunity to develop a play with Stage Left Theatre, moving from the conceptual stage to a production-ready script. We will be developing two projects, one in Fall 2012 and one in Winter-Spring 2013.  Playwrights will work closely with one of our ensemble directors and members of the literary team to design a process tailored for the particular needs of their project.  Residency projects will also be eligible for a public workshop in LeapFest, our annual developmental festival of new work, in Summer 2013.

While we will consider full manuscripts, you do not need a completed draft to apply.  Just be sure to send us any relevant materials (partial draft, written scenes, outlines, synopsis, etc.) to give us an idea of the current shape of your project and what your long-term goals are. If you do not have any material from the project being submitted that you are able to share, please also include a sample of your writing.  The deadline to submit this application is April 15th, 2012. We expect to announce our selections by the end of July.

The mission of Stage Left Theatre is to develop and produce plays that raise debate and challenge perspectives on political and social issues, and we are only interested in submissions which fit this mission. If you have multiple projects, please submit separate applications for them. We are unable to reconsider projects that have been previously submitted to either the residency or our regular rolling literary submissions program unless they have undergone major revisions.  Please indicate what revisions have been made when submitting projects with identical or similar titles and themes.  Failure to do so may result in your submission being rejected without reading.

(Please note that Stage Left is unable to cover travel expenses.  Playwrights will be responsible for their own travel to and from Chicago.)

PLEASE SUBMIT BY APRIL 15th, 2012:

· your resume





· current manuscript (or any script or treatment you have so far, or writing sample)

· synopsis (1 page or less)



· this completed form

· any supporting materials (I.e. artwork, brief history of the subject)  that will help us understand your idea
Application for 2012-2013 Downstage Left Residencies at Stage Left Theatre

WORKING TITLE:      
NAME (principal artist):      
ADDRESS (Street, City, State Zip):      
PHONE (day):      
PHONE (eve):     
E-MAIL ADDRESS:      
ANY OTHER VESTED ARTISTS:     
PREFERRED DEVELOPMENT SEASON (SEP-DEC 2012 OR JAN-APR 2013):      
ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

1) Describe the genesis of this idea.       
2) What are the themes your project explores?
     
3) How does this project fit the mission of Stage Left Theatre? What debate does it provoke?
     
4) Tools available in this residency include, but are not limited to:

a. Dramaturgical review: feedback from the director and literary staff

b. Public reading: either staged or with music stand for an invited audience

c. Private workshops: 1-2 weeks of rehearsal time with actors

d. Private table reading: followed by discussion and feedback 
Assuming a four-month workshop period, describe in some detail how you envision the development process, using a combination of the tools above or any others.
     
Please submit to scripts@stagelefttheatre.com, Attn: Playwright Residency 
or mail (postmark by April 15th) to:

Playwright Residency
Stage Left Theatre
3408 N Sheffield Ave
Chicago, IL 60657
Contact Zev Valancy, Literary Manager, at scripts@stagelefttheatre.com with questions.
